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1. A Dynamic Theory of World Politics
1.1 Cases
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e A HA=AE ANATORE AAHAA olF M, HESIA vt =, FH(early
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7} A7) eF3}(self-weakening Expedient)2} A8 & (balance of power)d] Zdo =z e}
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% (rising cost)?] wAE FAM|g &2 (ruthless tactics)¥} 33} HGE(divide and
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1.2 Method
1.3 Building Blocks for a Dynamic Theory of World Politics

Table 1. A Dynamic Framework of Competing Logics
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Counterbalance Strategy(Divide—and-Rule

Balance of Power or Resistance o
or Divide—and-Conquer)
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1.4 Dynamics of International Politics
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Table 2. Mutual Constitution of International Competition and State Formation



Through Self-Strengthening Reforms

Internal Balancing Moves

Self-Strengthening

. |Reforms(Mobilization of|State-Formation Processes
(Improvement of Relative . L .
Capability) Resources by Improving|(Centralization of Authority)
apabuity .. . .
Administrative Capacity)
B . Establishment of a o
Increase Military . ) Monopolization of the
" Standing Army by National )
Strength o Means of Coercion
Conscription
. . |Imposition of Direct and
Increase Economic . ) i .. .
o Indirect Taxes; Promotion|Nationalization of Taxation
Capability ) ..
of Economic Productivity
“Develop Clever|Replacement of Aristocracy|Bureaucratization of
Strategies” by Meritocracy Administration

Table 3. Self-Strengthening

Reforms Versus Self-Weakening Expedients

Internal Balancing

Self-Strengthening

Self-Weakening

Expedients(Mobilization of

Reforms(Mobilization of .
Moves(Improvement of . |Resources by Relying on
. . Resources by Improving .
Relative Capability) o . . Intermediate Resource
Administrative Capacity)
Holders)
) Establishment of a
B . Establishment of a . .
Increase Military ] ) Standing Army by Military
R Standing Army by National
Strength o Entrepreneurs and
Conscription
Mercenary Troops
Imposition of Direct and|Tax Farming for Ordinary
“Increase Economic|Indirect Taxes; Promotion|Taxes; Loans and Credits
Capability” of Economic Productivity |for Extraordinary Revenues
“Develop Clever|Replacement of Arisocracy|Sale of Public Offices to
Strategies” by Meritocracy Private Capital Holders

1.5 Dynamics of State Formation

Table 4. Self-Strengthening Reforms and the simultaneous Enhancement of the

Logic of Domination in Both International Competition and State Formation

Self-Strengthening Reforms

Enhancement of the Logic

of Domination in

International Competition

Enhancement of the Logic

of Domination in State

Formation

Establishment of

Standing Armies and

a
National Armies Are More

Standing Armies Are More

Effective in International

Suppression,;

Standing Army by National ) Monopolization of the
o Effective Than Feudal .
Conscription o o Means of Coercion
Levies in Fighting Wars
Renders Unarmed
Resistance Ineffective
Imposition of Direct and|Higher and More Steady|More Resources Help to




Finance Internal Coercion;
Wider Tax Bases Accord

Rulers Relative Autonomy
Bureaucratization Facilities|Bureaucratization of

Indirect Taxes; Promotion|Flows of Revenues Help to

of Economic Productivity |Finance Wars

Replacement of Aristocracy|Mobilization of Resources|Administration Facilitates
by Meritocracy and Consolidation of|Surveillance of Society and
Conquered Territories Prevention of Resistance
Table 5. Mutual Constitution of Self-Weakening Expedients and State Deformation

Self-Weakening

. . . State Deformation
Internal Balancing|[Expedients(Mobilization of .
. Process(Erosion of Central
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Y Means of Coercion
strength Entrepreneurs and )
Impossible
Mercenary Troops
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o Taxes; Loans and Credits|Nationalization of Taxation
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“Develop Clever|Sale of Offices to Private|Bureaucratization of
Strategies” Capital Holders Adminstration Negated

1.6 Self-Strengthening Reforms Versus Self-Weakening Expedients: Other Things

Are Rarely Equal in Comparative History
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1.7 “Alternative”Explanations

2. The Dynamics of International Politics in Ancient China

2.1 Early Triumph of the Logic of Balancing(656-284 BC)

2.2 Qin's Rise from Relative Weakness to Universal Domination(356-221 BC)

1) international politics: Azt 7] 7“3} A (self-strengthening) g~} F-A}H] gl <= 2]
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2.3 Overcoming the Balance of Power
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2.4 Overcoming the Rising Costs of Expansion
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2.5 Launching the Final Wars of Unification
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2.6 Why Did Qin Develop Cleverer Strategies
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.7 Conclusion
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3. Rethinking the Dynamics of International Politics in Early Modern Europe
3.1 The Balance of Relative Weakness Between Self-Weakened France and the
Self-Weakened Habsburg Empire(1495-1659)
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3.2 Competition Between  Self-Weakened  France and  Self-Strengthened
Britain(1661-1715)
3.3 Near Domination by Self-Strengthened Revolutionary and Napoleonic France
3.4 Initial and Environmental Conditions
3.5 Divergent Models of Self-Strengthening Reforms in Early Modern Europe
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3.6 Comparing the Intensity of War
3.7 Was the Ancient Chinese System More Hobbesian and Machiavellian Than the

Early Modern European System?
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3.8 “Alternative”Explanations
3.9 Conclusion
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4. The Dynamics of State Formation and Transformation
4.1 The Logic of Balancing in State Formation
4.2 Self-Strengthening Reforms, State Formation, and the Coercive State in Ancient
China
4.3 Self-Weakening Expedients, State Deformation, and the Constitutional State in
Early Modern Europe
4.4 Initial and Environmental Conditions

4.5 Diversity in State Formation and State Strength



4.6 Collapse of the Qin Dynasty and Transformation of State—-Society Relations in
the Han Dynasty
5. Conclusion and Implications
5.1 Rejoining the Dynamics of International Politics and State Formation
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5.2 Transformation of World Politics in the Post—-Napoleonic Era
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